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B. VEGETATION CLEARING 

Vegetation clearing activities not in conformance with the standards of this section may be allowed upon 
issuance of a permit from the Commission provided that such types of activities are allowed in the 
subdistrict involved. An applicant for such permit shall show by a preponderance of the evidence that the 
proposed activity, which is not in conformance with the standards of this section, shall be conducted in a 
manner which produces no undue adverse impact upon the resources and uses in the area. 

The following requirements shall apply to vegetation clearing activities for any purpose other than road 
construction, road reconstruction and maintenance, wildlife or fishery management, forest management, 
agricultural management, public trailered ramps or hand-carry launches: 

1. A vegetative buffer strip shall be retained within: 

a. 50 feet of the right-of-way or similar boundary of any public roadway, 

b. 75 feet of the normal high water mark of any body of standing water less than 10 acres in 
size, or any tidal water or flowing water draining less than 50 square miles, and 

c. 100 feet of the normal high water mark of a body of standing water 10 acres or greater in 
size or flowing water draining 50 square miles or more. 

2. Within this buffer strip, vegetation shall be maintained as follows: 

a. There shall be no cleared opening greater than 250 square feet in the forest canopy as 
measured from the outer limits of the tree crown. However, a footpath is permitted, provided 
it does not exceed six (6) feet in width as measured between tree trunks, and, has at least one 
bend in its path to divert channelized runoff. 

b. Selective cutting of trees within the buffer strip is permitted provided that a well-distributed 
stand of trees and other natural vegetation is maintained. 

For the purposes of this section a “well-distributed stand of trees” adjacent to a body of 
standing water 10 acres or greater in size shall be defined as maintaining a rating score of 24 
or more in a 25-foot by 50-foot rectangular area as determined by the following rating 
system. 

Near other water bodies, tributary streams and public roadways a “well-distributed stand of 
trees” shall be defined as maintaining a rating score of 16 or more per 25-foot by 50-foot 
(1250 square feet) rectangular area as determined by the following rating system. 

Diameter of Tree at 4-1/2 feet Above 
 Ground Level (inches) Points 
 2.0 to < 4.0 1 
 4.0 to < 8.0 2 
 8.0 to < 12.0 4 
 12.0 + 8 
Table 10.27,B-1. Rating system for a well-distributed stand of trees. 
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The following shall govern in applying this rating system: 

(1) The 25-foot x 50-foot rectangular plots shall be established where the landowner or 
lessee proposes clearing within the required buffer; 

(2) Each successive plot shall be adjacent to but not overlap a previous plot; 

(3) Any plot not containing the required points shall have no vegetation removed except 
as otherwise allowed by these rules; 

(4) Any plot containing the required points may have vegetation removed down to the 
minimum points required or as otherwise allowed by these rules; and 

(5) Where conditions permit, no more than 50% of the points on any 25-foot by 50-foot 
rectangular area may consist of trees greater than 12 inches in diameter. 

For the purposes of this section, “other natural vegetation” is defined as retaining existing 
vegetation under 3 feet in height and other ground cover and retaining at least 5 saplings less 
than 2 inches in diameter at 4½ feet above ground level for each 25-foot by 50-foot 
rectangular area. If 5 saplings do not exist, the landowner or lessee may not remove any 
woody stems less than 2 inches in diameter until 5 saplings have been recruited into the plot. 
In addition, the soil shall not be disturbed, except to provide for a footpath or other permitted 
use.

c. In addition to Section 10.27,B,2,b above, no more than 40% of the total basal area of trees 
4.0 inches or more in diameter, measured at 4½ feet above ground level, may be removed in 
any ten (10) year period. 

d. Pruning of live tree branches is prohibited, except on the bottom 1/3 of the tree provided that 
tree vitality will not be adversely affected. 

e. In order to maintain a buffer strip of vegetation, when the removal of storm-damaged, 
diseased, unsafe, or dead trees results in the creation of cleared openings in excess of 250 
square feet, these openings shall be established with native tree species. 

3. At distances greater than one hundred (100) feet, horizontal distance, from the normal high water 
mark of a body of standing water greater than 10 acres, no more than 40% of the total basal area of 
trees four inches or more in diameter, measured at 4½ feet above ground level, may be removed in 
any ten (10) year period. In no instance shall cleared openings exceed, in the aggregate, 10,000 
square feet, including land previously cleared. These provisions apply to areas within 250 feet of 
all bodies of standing water greater than ten (10) acres, and to the full depth of the P-AL zone. This 
requirement does not apply to the development of uses allowed by permit. 

4. Cleared openings legally in existence as of June 7, 1990 may be maintained, but shall not be 
enlarged except as permitted by these regulations. 

In all subdistricts where natural vegetation is removed within the required vegetative buffer strip of a 
flowing water, body of standing water, tidal water, or public roadway, it shall be replaced by other 
vegetation (except where the area cleared is built upon) that is effective in preventing erosion and 
retaining natural beauty. 


